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26th September 2003

Dear Mr Zappalà,

Proposal for a Directive on Professional Qualifications COM (119)final

The European Council of Civil Engineers wrote to you in May of this year expressing our full support for your proposal for a Resolution relating to the above Proposal.   Our support encompassed not only your views regarding the need to improve the value of the role of the intellectual professions, but also the proposal to keep in force the existing Sectoral Directives, and to invite the Commission to introduce proposals for further Sectoral Directives for professions such as the engineering profession.
The European Council of Civil Engineers held its twice-yearly General Meeting on the 19th and 20th September 2003 in Munich.  At that meeting it was the unanimous decision of the delegates present from our 22 member countries to request that the EU Directive on Professional Qualifications incorporates a Specific Section for Civil Engineers.

It was concluded at the meeting that this section would and should be set out along the same lines as that provided for Medical Doctors and Architects.

In support of our request, we wish to draw to your attention that Civil Engineers perform and provide unique services for the community involving personal decisions and use of creative skills which carry and demand substantial responsibility.  These services are more than often an essential requirement for everyday life and have to be of high quality, reliability and absolutely safe.  If the services are defective, disruption and grave consequences may result which could include injury and loss of life to many people.

It would be somewhat remiss and a grave error to overlook or ignore the contribution of the Civil Engineer to society.  Decisions taken by him have significant implications for public safety and health and have widespread and long lasting consequences for everyday human living and life.

Accordingly you are respectfully petitioned to give serious consideration to our request.  ECCE is prepared to help in any way and are willing to contribute towards the content of the section requested.

We anxiously await your reply.

Yours sincerely

On behalf of ECCE
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Carsten Ahrens, 

Senior Vice-President and Chairman Professional Recognition Task Force

